[Audiological management of children with malformations of the ear].
All cases of malformation of the ear must undergo audiological assessment. Before the age of 6 months, evoked auditory potentials during natural sleep will give information on the threshold for the high frequencies in both ears, and will confirm that the inner ear is functioning. After the age of 6 to 7 months, subjective tests are used to demonstrate the bone conduction thresholds and sometimes (depending on the degree of cooperation of the child) 1 or 2 air conduction curves. When the malformation is unilateral, and the hearing is normal on the opposite side, regular follow-up is required. When the malformation is bilateral, or unilateral in conjunction with a sensorineural hearing loss in the opposite ear, the child must be treated as a deaf child, and provided with a hearing aid.